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Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


Erastus  Salisbury  Field 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


<7I.  2oo5.   o<s$.  CUS3S 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/artistsofabflinc 
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Lincoln  with  Washington  and  His  Generals. 

Portrait  turns  some  heads 

America's  itinerant  folk  artists  of  the  1 700s  and 
1 800s  were  self-taught  and  resourceful.  The  lack  of 
formai  training  in  perspective  and  human  anatomy 
gives  their  work  a  charming  innocence  that  appeals  to  pj 
eyes  and  minds  jaded  by  the  chaotic  variety  and  hype  H 
of  today's  art  scene.  Such  a  painter  was  Erastus 
Salisbury  Field,  1805-1900.  Itinerant  artists  knew 
how  to  cut  comers  (and  prices).  During  slack  periods 
and  winter  months,  they  often  painted  portrait 
canvases  without  heads  and  then  later,  upon  receiving  cb 
a  commission,  had  only  to  paint  in  the  likeness  of  the  ^ 
sitter.  Field  seems  to  have  used  this  technique  as  well  *x> 
as  working  from  life.  In  his  later  years  when 
photography  cut  into  his  lucrative  career  as  a 
portraitist.  Field  turned  to  historical  subjects  albeit 
with  some  anachronistic,  artistic  license.  In  1 88 1 ,  he 
expressed  his  support  of  President  Lincoln  with 
Lincoln  with  Washington  and  His  Generals.  However, 
the  apparent  up-turned  slope  of  the  floor,  the 
distorted  left  arm  of  Garfield  (extreme  left)  and  the 
stilted,  "cut-out-paste-on"  quality  of  the  heads  of 
Grant,  Hayes  and  Arthur  recall  Field's  earlier 
less-sophisticated  portraits.  A  large  exhibition  of 
Field's  art  is  being  shown  through  Sept.  4  at  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery  and  National  Museum  of 
American  Art  in  the  nation's  capital. 

—  CHARLES  BENBOW,  St.  Petersburg  Times 
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